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Richard Patterson introducing Joel Wilson (left), Aleem Dar 

(centre) and Simon Taufel at the February Training and 
Development Night.  (See report pp 9 and 10.) 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

 

 

 

 

 
 

After six weeks of World Cup Cricket, the better team certainly came out on top but for those who 
were barracking for teams other than Australia, the six weeks had some excitement on occasions.  
Personally, I enjoyed exchanging the occasional email with a couple of my English friends in which 
we shared a few ideas about the current state of English cricket.  It suffices to say that it can only 
improve, whether or not one agrees with commentator, Geoffrey Boycott.  Maybe Kevin Pietersen 
should never have been discarded, but that’s history. 
But the 2015 World Cup is now also history and with this final issue of Law 43 for the 2014-15 
season we approach an even more important cricketing event, the 39th Crockett Shield.  In the 
regular President/Vice-President column which has been a feature in the issues this season, 
President, Gerry Schembri, offers a most polite welcome to our South Australian visitors.  May I 
also add my words of welcome.  Indeed, we all look forward to another enjoyable Easter 
exchange. 
At the same time, CV Umpiring Manager, Richard Patterson, in yet another thought provoking 
column, has taken the opportunity to draw some rather basic comparisons in what one might call 
“Victoria versus South Australia.”  As I prepared Richard’s column to go to print, I felt that I really 
should have offered Neil Poulton, the South Australian Cricket Association’s Umpiring Manager, 
the “right of reply.”  But, unfortunately, a fairly tight copy deadline did not permit that so I shall 
leave it to Neil to reply to Richard’s column in an issue of Sticky Wicket near to Easter 2017. 
At the February Training and Development (T&D) Night, a “wish” on the part of the Association to 
hear from a visiting International Umpire, was fulfilled “in triplicate” when Aleem Dar, Joel Wilson 
and Simon Taufel accepted invitations from Richard to attend the T&D.  A report on the evening 
which also included a “sausage sizzle” open to all Panel and Association members, is included for 
your information. 
In the previous issue we made mention of the two New Zealand exchange umpires for this 
season, Diana Venter from Auckland and Dave Henderson from Canterbury and Districts.  Given 
that Playing the Game recently featured an interview article with Diana, I thought you might be 
interested to read this.  There have also been some comments in Playing the Game concerning 
the “Grand Plans” on the part of Cricket Victoria for the future of turf cricket in the Melbourne area, 
which may be of interest to readers. 
I should like to acknowledge Tony Ventura for his article entitled “What was the Correct Result?” –
a report from a Premier match a few years ago – and wonder if you agree with the umpires’ 
decision? 
In a refreshing new column, at least since I have been doing this task of Law 43 Editor, I am 
pleased to offer you a column entitled, “Macca’s Book Review,” in which Alan McCarthy gives you 
a most interesting review of the book Harold Larwood, by Duncan Hamilton.  I trust you find this 
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Ras and Theoné van der Merwe
at the February T&D.  

(Picture courtesy Damian Herft)

innovation of some interest.  Alan has offered a further book review for the first issue of Law 43 for 
next season.  However, I should like to think that Alan’s initiative will motivate a few more readers 
to submit reviews of books they have read themselves, in the future.  We should be very pleased 
to publish book reviews that you would like to prepare and submit. 
During the World Cup we saw an interesting development in head and neck protection for 
batsmen, as warn by Irish player, John Mooney.  He has called his invention ‘gorget,’ a term used 
for a part of medieval suits of armour.  We have reproduced an article from a recent issue of 
Playing the Game, to inform you about this development. 
Also in the previous issue, we published a picture submitted by Jamie Wyatt for which we 
suggested that perhaps the feature of “father and son” umpiring together, as had occurred during 
Country Week when the picture was taken, perhaps was “a first.”  I 
received a telephone call from an interested reader to suggest that 
this was not the case so I invited the reader to prepare and submit an 
article to be published in this, the next issue.  Alas, by the copy 
deadline, such an article has not been forthcoming.  Should I still be 
doing this task of Law 43 Editor for season 2015-16, I shall look 
forward to receiving something to publish on this topic before the 
deadline for the first issue next season, which I should expect to be a 
date in mid-September.  In the meantime I should draw attention to 
the “father and daughter” on the CV Panel and ponder when it will be 
that we shall see them appointed to a Premier Match together? 

Trevor Finlayson 
---------------------------------------------------- 

BARD FROM THE PAVILION 
Even though our great game was barely mentioned in the lifetime of William Shakespeare, some 
writers have endeavoured to identify references to cricket in his works, most notably: 
‘What work’s, my countrymen, in hand?  Where go you 
With bats and clubs?’    Coriolanus, Act I, Scene I 
‘Take my cap – Jupiter!’    Coriolanus, Act II, Scene I 
‘I had rather be set quick i’ the earth 
And bowl’d to death with turnips!’   The Merry Wives of Windsor, Act III, Scene IV 
‘And have is have, however men do catch.’ King John, Act I, Scene I 
‘Such wanton, wild, and usual slips 
As are companions noted and most known.’ Hamlet, Act II, Scene I 
‘Yet would I knew that stroke  
                      would prove the worst!’  Othello, Act IV, Scene I 
‘We may outrun, 
By violent swiftness, that which we run at, 
And lose by over-runniing.’    Henry VIII, Act I, Scene I 
‘O, let the hours be short 
Till fields, and blows, and groans  
                              applaud our sport.’  Henry IV, Part One, Act I, Scene III 

(from No-Balls and Googlies – A Cricket Companion Geoff Tibballs (Callistemon Books, 2006) p167) 
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… AND THE PRESIDENT 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome everyone to Easter 2015.  
On behalf of the VCAUSA committee of management, I would like to extend a warm welcome to 
our Victorian members and South Australian visitors at this, the 39th get together of the two 
Associations. 
Of course what makes this biennial event unique is the cricket match to be played on the Saturday 
for the bragging rights to the R.M. (Bob) Crockett Shield.  To the best of my knowledge, this is the 
only event of its kind that exists between cricket umpiring and scoring groups.  History says that 
Bob Crockett was an Australian Test umpire who umpired a total of 32 Test matches between 
1892 and 1925.  Crockett had a reputation as a fearless umpire and players respected the 
strength, accuracy and impartiality of his decisions. 
According to Wikipedia, in 1907/08 Crockett refused to signal a boundary after a fieldsman 
deliberately kicked the ball into the fence to prevent the striker taking a single and retaining the 
strike at the end of the over, thus protecting a batsman of lesser ability.  Crockett ruled that the 
kick was against the spirit of the game.  I think this action is representative of what the Easter 
weekend is all about, in a nutshell to maintain the “spirit of cricket and umpiring” both on and off 
the field. 
However, Easter exchanges are much more than simply a cricket match.  Members of both 
associations and their families get together to make and renew friendships and on each occasion 
there are evening functions and social activities arranged.  It is hoped that this Easter can carry on 
the traditions of the past and that each of us leaves the event better for the experience.  
After an absence of 12 years, this Easter Exchange is again to be held in Melbourne in the leafy 
outer eastern suburb of Glen Waverley.  Our committee has listened to the various stakeholders 
and as a result, all events are to be held within close proximity of one another.  The arranging of 
such an event has its many challenges for the host state, not the least being to try to make it both 
affordable and attractive to members and their families wishing to attend.  
I shall leave it to others to judge the success of this year’s Easter. 
Have a Happy Easter! 

Gerry Schembri 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRING MANAGER 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This coming Easter will bring with it another example of the intense rivalry which exists between 
Victoria and South Australia.  The Crockett Shield is being played for the 39th time and currently 
Victoria leads the tally with 19 wins to South Australia 18.  The first match was a draw.   
When writing this column I thought it would be an idea to find out what the word rivalry actually 
meant.  It is the act of competing or emulating.  So in regards to the rivalry we have, I firmly 
believe the Croweaters wish to emulate their rivals in Victoria. 
The term Croweater can be traced back to the early 1850’s when two men arrived at the gold 
diggings in Bendigo.  Upon being discovered as coming from South Australia they were accused 
of being “crow eaters”.  This is because their arrival had been preceded by that for another group 
of South Australians who had run out of food during their journey across from their home State 
and had been forced to shoot crows to eat.  So even in the 1850’s South Australians would do 
anything to leave their State and come across to Victoria to search for fame and fortune. 
Our rivalry can also be traced back to when our respective states were settled.  Though neither of 
them was a penal colony, SA was freely settled and self-governing (as opposed to being a crown-
colony).  SA received many of its settlers from Germany and Austria whilst Victoria was mainly 
English and Irish.  Consequently, during the First World War there may have been some 
resentment and animosity between the two states. 
Much of our rivalry is played out in sport and primarily Aussie Rules.  However there have been 
several other areas where this rivalry has reared its ugly head: 

• Contracts to build warships.  Ships built in Victoria float, ships built in South Australia do not 
(might be submarines but at least ships built in Victoria work). 

• Two words, Grand Prix.  Given that the 2015 version of the Grand Prix was anything but 
exciting we still have it and no one else can take it away.  Even the Cockroaches north of 
the border are trying to steal it so it must be something of value. 

• Melbourne Victory vs Adelaide United.  Nothing else to be said here. 
• Victoria Bitter vs West End Draught.  There is no comparison, one is a true beer and the 

other one comes from South Australia. 
In our mutual endeavours on the cricket field here are some interesting facts: 

• Rivalry dates back to November, 1874 when 18 players from SA took on 11 players from 
Victoria in Adelaide and still lost by 14 runs.  Imagine if SA had 19 players they may have 
won. 

• The first shield game between the teams was played at the MCG from December 31, 1892, 
Victoria winning by 6 wickets.  Victoria also defeated SA in the return match.  This meant 
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that Victoria went through the inaugural Shield Season undefeated and thus became the 
first winners of the competition.  South Australia did win the Shield the following year, thus 
EMULATING Victoria (remember the meaning of the word rivalry). 

• Up until December, 2013, Victoria has won 112 games to SA 51 with 55 draws.  Even the 
drawn results number more than SA wins. 

• The highest individual score by a South Australian batsman in the Sheffield Shield is 365 
N.O. by Clem Hill whereas the highest individual score by a Victorian in the same 
competition is 437 by Bill Ponsford. 

• Don Bradman (a New South Welshman) has a highest score of only 357 for his adopted 
State of South Australia. 

• As noted above Melbourne kept the Grand Prix alive and we poached (for a while) Darren 
Lehmann.  The late David Hookes said “One Victorian by himself is OK, but when you get 
two or three together, they can be a pain in the arse.”  Hookes did, though, end up moving 
to Victoria to coach the best State side and work on Victorian radio at 3AW. 

In doing some research into the Crockett Shield, I came across some interesting facts: 
• South Australia did win eight out of the first ten Crockett Shields.  With Victoria winning one 

and the first match being a draw.  To be fair though, the Victorians had to travel to South 
Australia six out of the first ten games. 

• There have been two instances of when both states won five encounters in a row.  
SACUSA won five from 1936 to 1949.  VCAUSA won five straight from 1979 to 1987. 

I wish both teams the best for the match to be played on Easter Saturday and I wish both the 
participants and on-lookers a fantastic weekend filled with both rivalry and camaraderie.  The 
Easter weekend is a wonderful way to both forge and renew friendships between our two groups. 

In the 1990’s South Australians would love to “Kick a Vic” but it is now time to “throw a crow.” 
Richard Patterson 

----------------------------------------------------- 

TEST CRICKETERS AND THE ARTS 
(With an important Trivia Quiz in the offering during the Easter Event, it may be that you will need more than your 
cricketing knowledge.  Do you know what else some of our well-known Test cricketers have done in life? 

Ed.) 

Ian Botham (England), made his theatrical debut as The King in a 1991 production of Jack and 
the Beanstalk. 
Merv Hughes (Australia), has made a guest appearance in the Channel 9 drama, Flying Doctors. 
Jack Russell (England), a talented artist whose paintings change hands for up to £25,000 each. 
Max Walker (Australia), was named his country’s best-selling author in 1990 after his three books 
– How to Hypnotize Chooks, How to Tame Lions and How to Kiss a Crocodile – each sold over 
150,000 copies. 
Richard Ellison (England), appeared in the Canterbury Opera Society version of Fiddler on the 
Roof in 1985. 
Darren Gough (England), appeared in The Beano comic in 2003, in a cartoon featuring the 
character Billy Whizz and in 2005 he won the BBC celebrity TV show Strictly Come Dancing. 
Shane Warne (Australia) and Graham Gooch (England), have promoted hair-replacement 
treatment on a TV commercial filmed at The Oval. 
Ricky Ponting (Australia), once dressed up as a deodorant can for an advertisement. 

(from No-Balls and Googlies – A Cricket Companion Geoff Tibballs (Callistemon Books, 2006) p 175) 
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FEBRUARY TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT NIGHT 
The final Training and Development night for the full CV Panel was held at the Morton Pavilion, 
Junction Oval, Saint Kilda, on Tuesday, 24th February.  The date had been carefully chosen so 
that, at long last, the panel could be addressed by three international umpires who happened to be 
in Melbourne for their World Cup appointments.   
Prior to the formal part of the evening, the “sausage sizzle,” 
introduced successfully in February, 2014, was repeated.  As 
usual, BBQ Chefs “extraordinaire,” John Collins and Gerry 
Schembri cooked “snags to perfection” which were consumed 
by the assembled “gaggle” of umpires, accompanied by any 
amount of social banter and gossip.  A general invitation to all 
VCAUSA Members to attend the evening had been offered 
prior to the evening and it was pleasing to see that one Life 
Member, Peter Hooper, had accepted. 

Following the BBQ, there followed some presentations to 
each of the three guests, Aleem Dar, Joel Wilson and 
Simon Taufel, on behalf of the Association by President, 
Gerry Schembri.  Then a number of important milestones 
were acknowledged and each of the recipients presented 
with a certificate by Simon Taufel. 

Umpiring Manager, Richard 
Patterson, then officially introduced 

the visitors, ICC Panel Umpires, Aleem Dar from Pakistan and Joel Wilson from Trinidad and 
Tobago as well as Simon Taufel who, following a most successful career on the ICC Panel 
extending to 74 Tests and which included being ranked ICC Umpire of the Year from 2004 to 
2008, has now taken the ICC position of Umpire Performance and Training Manager. 
The format for the evening consisted of a series of questions fielded from the floor, which were 
commented upon by each of the three guests. 
Considering that English is not the native language for many of the teams playing the game 
internationally, Aleem Dar commented that language is most certainly a problem but that effective 
communication can often be aided just by following a player’s attitude or reactions to various 
situations.  Joel Wilson felt that it is always best to deal with the team captains most of whom, in 
his experience, speak English fairly well.  However, he also admitted that communication with an 
umpiring colleague whose native tongue is not English can also cause problems and it is essential 
to ensure that one has been understood by speaking slowly and concisely in such a circumstance.  
Simon Taufel also remarked that the completion of report forms for players whose native language 
is not English, adds a further problem for the Umpire and/or Match Referee. 
The preparation for a match by each of the three followed similar lines and one wondered if within 
our own panel, there may be scope for more exchange of ideas on particular teams and/or 
players, prior to particular appointments, as an aid for individual preparation. 
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All three admitted that one of the most challenging aspects of the job as an ICC Umpire, was the 
time spent away from home.  An event such as the World Cup added to this challenge given that 
most umpires involved, would be away from their home for over six weeks.  In Taufel’s case, his 
on-field time had been typically 65 days per year and it was the associated time away from home 
which had lead him to “move on” from on-field umpiring to his current position with the ICC.  To 
Aleem Dar, it is essential to have a most understanding partner. 
In responding to a question of maintaining fitness, Aleem Dar 
admitted that he tries to maintain a pattern of a minimum of 
two hours per day at an academy when he is not on-field.  For 
Joel Wilson, maintaining fitness when one is away from home 
is a serious problem which he attempts to address with gym 
sessions and long walks.  For Simon Taufel “looking after 
ones body” should be a life skill for everyone.  As an active 
umpire he felt food intake can lead to problems, particularly 
when one is away from home.  On match day, the “warming 
down” period was for him of most importance.  A related 
question was concerned with “switching up” and “switching down” on the field for which the clear 
message from all three pertained to ones personal routine and a maintenance of communication 
with ones colleague. 

On a technical question related to the dominance of 
bat over ball in the modern game, Simon Taufel 
reminded us that the Laws controlled length and 
width, but he felt that in the near future the thickness 
would be considered by the MCC Laws 
Subcommittee. 
A question concerning the DRS (or to Simon Taufel 
“Don’t Ring Simon) was inevitable and gave rise to 
comments on the feelings of the umpire when 

having to reverse his decision.  Each admitted that “we all make mistakes” so if a decision must be 
reversed as the result of a decision review, then so be it.  As Simon Taufel pointed out, the 
statistics show that decisions by on-field umpires have been shown to be 96% correct.  This figure 
has been increased to 98% with the use of DRS on the part of the umpires.  Whereas, a related 
statistic for the players’ referrals, is 22%. 
All present were most grateful to Simon, Aleem and Joel for giving of their time during what was 
clearly an extremely busy World Cup series, to provide their comments and opinions on a number 
of cricketing issues.  The evening concluded with further technical and social “banter” over some 
welcome drinks. 
I should like to acknowledge Damian Herft for the pictures in this article as well as that on the front 
cover. 

Trevor Finlayson 
----------------------------------------------------- 
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Diana Venter during her exchange visit to Melbourne
(Picture courtesy Diana Venter)

AUCKLAND UMPIRE SHOWS THE WAY IN MELBOURNE 
Auckland-based umpire Diana Venter became the first female to stand in a top-level Victorian 
Premier League match in Melbourne earlier this month, according to media reports from 
Melbourne several days ago.  The South African-born, New Zealand resident visited Melbourne 
last month as part of the long-running umpire exchange program between Cricket Victoria and the 
Auckland Cricket Umpires and Scorers Association, an arrangement that saw now International 
Cricket Council elite Umpire Panel member ‘Billy’ Bowden the first exchangee in the 1990s. 
Venter, 48, stood in three ‘Country Week’ matches 
featuring association representative teams from 
around Victoria, and a Monash-Greenvale Premier 
League fixture, during her visit to Australia.  She told 
a suburban newspaper that “in the beginning I didn’t 
realise how big a deal standing at Premier League 
level was” as “where I’m from, I’ve been doing the 
equivalent of Premier Cricket in Auckland for ten 
years.”  She described herself as “very blessed, I 
had an amazing game and great players who played 
the game in good spirit.”  “They were two great days 
and a highlight for me.” 
Venter grew up playing cricket in the backyard with 
her brothers and cousins, and went on to be a 
national powerlifting champion in her weight category.  As a young woman, if a player was late to 
the game, they’d “stick me down at fine leg and I’d cover the boundary.”  She then went on to play, 
coach, then umpire the game in Finland, before moving to New Zealand in 2004.  “I’m just another 
umpire on the field.”  “I find I’m not treated better or worse than my male counterpart,” she says. 
“Ninety-eight per cent of players behave slightly better and you get the small per cent who are ‘Mr 
Macho’ and feel they need to prove something”, said Venter.  “Outside the boundary, there can 
still be old-school thinking but hopefully, one day, people are seen for the job they do, not the 
person they are.”  “The only difference between my male umpiring counterpart and me is that I sit 
to piddle.”  The best thing about being an umpire she says is “I have one of the two best seats in 
the house, I’m right there with all the action going on around me.”  “I get to see the best players, 
amazing talent and meet great characters I wouldn’t get the opportunity to meet otherwise.” 
The mother of two teenage boys works in project management and has ambitions to one day join 
the official New Zealand and International Cricket Council panels.  “If I could choose between that 
and the lottery, I’d choose umpiring,” she says, as “it would mean so much and be an achievement 
and a groundbreaking milestone for female umpires.” 

(from Playing the Game, No. 1528-7356, 28th February, 2015) 

----------------------------------------------------- 
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WHAT WAS THE CORRECT RESULT? 
In a 2nd XI game several years ago at Windy Hill, Essendon vs Fitzroy Doncaster, the following 
actually took place. 
It was a two-day game.  On day one Essendon batted first and were all out for 243.  In the 
remaining overs, Fitzroy Doncaster were 0/80 at stumps.  On day two we had a delayed start due 
to overnight rain which reduced the overs for the day’s play to 72.  Now with one ball remaining, 
Fitzroy Doncaster were 9/242 with number 10 and 11 at the crease.  I was at the striker’s end.  
Essendon’s captain set the field to save the two runs.  The final ball was bowled, the batsman took 
an almighty swing and missed the ball.  The ball hit his pad and rolled a couple of metres towards 
me.  The mid-wicket fielder ran in, picked up the ball and just waited with ball in hand.  The 
batsmen had completed the run and both stood their ground.  My colleague at the bowler’s end 
waited for a few seconds then signalled the Leg Bye and called “Time.” 
All the players raced in and congratulated each other on the Tie (3 points each).  The scores were 
Essendon 243 vs Fitzroy Doncaster 9/243. 
Those of you who agreed with the players and thought it was a tie, think again.  I refer to rule 
17.4.4.a.  (If the side batting last has not completed its first innings and its score is equal to or less 
than the score of the opposite side, the result shall be a draw.)  It was a Draw (0 points each).  
When this was explained by the umpires to the players, they then realised the result was a Draw. 
Later after the game during a quiet drink, an interesting conversation took place with the captains 
and players.  We, the umpires, explained that had the batsmen attempted the extra run instead of 
remaining in their ground and caused a run-out, then it would have been a Tie, both sides all out 
for 243.  I refer to rule 17.4.3.b.  (First innings tie if its completed first innings score is equal to the 
completed first innings score of the opposite side.) 
I’m sure some of you would have had some fun explaining this result to the players, as we did. 

Tony Ventura 
----------------------------------------------------- 

MUMBAI CAPTAIN REPRIMANDED FOR UMPIRE CRITICISM 
Mumbai captain, Aditya Tare, has been reprimanded by match referee Vengalil Kutty for 
complaining about a number of decisions made by umpire Vineet Kulkarni, including one against 
himself, on the opening day of his side’s Ranji Trophy semi-final match against Karnataka on 
Wednesday.  Mumbai was dismissed for just 44 in their first innings that day, and eventually lost 
the match outright by 112 runs yesterday, Tare claiming publicly Kulkarni’s calls on day one were 
a key factor in his side’s defeat. 
The situation led Mumbai coach, Pravin Amre, to urge the Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) to ensure highest quality of umpiring in domestic cricket.  “As a coach, I don’t want to give 
this as an excuse, but everybody has evidence,” and “I think the BCCI should also think about 
keeping quality umpires in big games.”  Kulkari, 35, who is currently rated as one of India’s top two 
umpires, being one of two on-field members of the International Cricket Council’s second-tier 
International Umpires Panel, was standing in his thirtieth first-class game in the semi-final. 

(from Playing the Game, No. 1529-7360, 1st March, 2015) 
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THE “GRAND PLAN” FOR TURF CRICKET IN MELBOURNE 

(There has been much discussion in recent months concerning the future of Turf Cricket in Melbourne.  One collective 
response to this “Grand Plan,” as recently published in Playing the Game, is reproduced here for consideration by 
readers of Law 43 and perhaps some discussion during the Easter event. 

Ed.) 
Melbourne Associations Mull Proposed Major Restructure 
Six associations that play cricket in the Melbourne area and their combined 192 clubs are currently 
considering an eighty-page document prepared by Cricket Victoria (CV) that recommends they be 
restructured into five regional zones.  Under proposals now on the table, the six, who sit below the 
top level of Victorian club cricket, the Victorian Sub-District, Turf, Eastern, Mercantile, Dandenong 
and Williamstown District Associations, would be replaced by five “Metro Zone” competitions 
covering the North, South, East, West and South East of Melbourne’s ever sprawling metropolitan 
area, says Peter Hanlon of The Age  newspaper. 
Opponents to the move have told Hanlon that a century and more of history, rivalries and the 
competitive advantage built by hard-working clubs in strong competitions would disappear if the 
proposed shift takes place.  However, Rohan O’Neill, who spent two years working on a CV task 
force that produced the document concerned, which is titled “A Changing Game”, says the 
recommendations that are now on the table are designed to make the game easier to play and 
govern for all. 
O'Neill told Hanlon “it's [CV’s] role to offer these types of reforms” and ask questions such as “how 
do we ensure boys and girls [in ten, fifteen, twenty year’s time] are playing the game with a clear 
path of progression [no matter how] they want to consume the game?”  He emphasised that while 
CV would provide an executive officer to manage each of the new league systems on behalf of the 
clubs, current board members would fill the new executive seats involved and thus still be able to 
look after the interests of their clubs. 
Phil O'Meara, the chairman of the Victorian Sub-District Cricket Association (VSDCA), says his 
twenty-three clubs have rejected the proposed model and the Mercantile and Victorian Turf 
Associations will “also take some convincing”, while the Eastern, Dandenong and Williamstown 
District Associations have reportedly offered in-principle support.  “You've got 108 years of 
history,” O'Meara says of the VSDCA, and “some blokes who have been around [his association] 
for a long time are saying ‘Why should we be pushed back into community cricket?’”  Another 
concern is the feeling that the proposed 2016-17 season introduction of the new arrangement is 
unrealistic with so much information to digest and consider. 
Tony Kirsch, the secretary of the Mercantile-affiliated Barnawartha North Club, suspects a 
disconnect between where his club sits “and a governance organisation like CV.”  “Anything from 
our perspective that takes away from park cricket in Melbourne as it’s been played for the past 150 
years is going to be a challenge,”  says Kirsch.  O'Neill says though that the lower levels of the 
game will be held in greater esteem, their concerns will be one layer closer to the CV boardroom 
table and, if they choose, they can challenge themselves to go higher under a promotion and 
relegation system.  O'Meara acknowledges it won’t be easy for “when you're trying to break 100 
years or more of history, it's bloody difficult to change people’s thinking, that's for sure.” 

(from Playing the Game, No. 1529-7361, 1st March, 2015) 
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MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW 
Harold Larwood, Duncan Hamilton, (Quercus, London, 2009) ISBN 978 1 84916 
207 4 
Duncan Hamilton is a Nottinghamshire journalist who grew up idolising Harold Larwood.  Larwood, 
a coalminer at 14, made his First Class debut at 19 in 1924.  When trialled at Trent Bridge at 17 he 
was only 160 cm tall, thin and puny.  A selector commented, “Fast bowler?  He looks more like a 
jockey to me.”  But he had pace and “nip” off the pitch which came from remarkable upper body 
strength.  When he teamed with Nottinghamshire’s coach, Jimmy Iremonger, he developed into 
England’s fastest bowler.  In the 1930s an Australian mathematician calculated his speed at 99 
mph (159 kmh).  Jack Fingleton, journalist and test player from the “Bodyline” series of 1932/33, 
told the author, “I won’t see a faster bowler and if you do, you’ll be a lucky fella.”  That was in the 
1970s and Fingleton had seen Lillee and Thomson, Roberts and Holding, Trueman and Statham. 
What would it have been like to face him?  The bats were not as heavy as today, were less well 
sprung and had thinner edges.  Also, the wickets were not as well prepared and pads and gloves 
offered little protection.  Without a helmet, thigh pad, elbow or chest protection a batsman would 
have felt extremely vulnerable.  Of Larwood’s 1,427 First Class victims almost 50% were bowled.  
Still, Bradman had faced him in seven Tests before the “Bodyline” series and Larwood had only 
taken his wicket once, after he had made 200.  Larwood said that, “He was cruel in the way he 
flogged you.” 
Larwood didn’t like Bradman thinking him aloof, arrogant and a cheat.  He felt he had Bradman 
caught behind for a duck at Headingley in 1930 but the umpire didn’t agree.  The Don didn’t walk 
and made 334.  Prior to the 1932/33 tour to Australia, England captain Douglas Jardine invited 
Larwood, Bill Voce and Nottingham captain Arthur Carr to lunch at the Piccadilly Hotel’s Grill 
Room where they hatched “Leg Theory.”  Jardine had seen Bradman back away to leg on a 
“popping” pitch at the Oval in 1930 when Bradman was hit in the chest by Larwood and dropped 
his bat.  Jardine thought this was Bradman’s weakness but also knew that Australian crowds 
would be hostile to the tactic.  Carr would try out “Leg Theory” with Voce and Larwood in three 
County matches before they left for Australia.  The England manger, Pelham Warner, also a 
journalist commented when the theory was used at the Oval earlier that season, “That is not 
bowling, indeed, it is not cricket... These things lead to reprisals...”  It didn’t stop Warner 
supporting the plan to curb Bradman and the sight of five silly fielders on the leg side, two in front, 
one square and two behind square at Adelaide didn’t remind him of his earlier objections. 
Hamilton charts Larwood’s rise to fame and descent to infamy with statistics and anecdotes.  
Larwood’s thoughts are captured and examined.  Meetings between Larwood and Bradman at the 
1977 Centenary Test in Melbourne highlight their dislike for each other.  Larwood’s treatment by 
the MCC after 1933 leave the reader feeling that the best of a talented player was never seen 
because of the controversy and Larwood’s refusal to apologise on behalf of the MCC for bowling 
“bodyline” in the first place.  An excellent read that captures the times and honours a man who 
ended up calling Australia home. 

Alan McCarthy 
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‘GORGET’ - LATEST ENTRANT IN MOVES TO IMPROVE 
HELMET SAFETY 

Ireland all-rounder John Mooney became the first player to wear a helmet in an international 
match, that offers additional protection for the back of the head and neck during his side’s World 
Cup fixture against the United Arab Emirates.  Mooney, who developed the new arrangement in 
conjunction with his architect father-in-law, had been concerned about the need for better head 
and neck protection before Australian Phillip Hughes died three months ago, but after that tragedy 
he decided to do something to reduce risk in that area. 
Mooney first started thinking about the issue after his cousin was struck near the same place as 
Hughes in a club match during the 2014 northern summer.  He told the ‘Cricinfo’ web site that 
when he “saw Phil getting hit [on the news] I was adamant I was going to do something.”  “I bat 
quite low down in the Irish team and have to take on the short ball pretty much every time and get 
hit on the head quite a lot” and it’s an issue “that worries me as a cricketer and a father.” 
As a result, he and his father-in-law “got talking and with a few coat hangers one evening we 
designed the guard,” after which “we got a local bloke who works with steel to make us up a 
couple of prototypes and basically that’s where it came from.”  “It took us about a month to get a 
working product made that fitted the helmet perfectly and was comfortable to wear while training.”  
“[Ireland] had a tour to Dubai in January where I first started using it,” he says, “and from the first 
day I put it on there was no impingement on any shot I played, and I haven’t taken it off my helmet 
since.” 
Mooney is calling the new feature, which is basically an extension of the front of the face grill, the 
‘gorget,’ a term for the part of medieval suits of armour that protected the neck and throat of its 
wearer.  “It’s exactly the same as the grille of the helmet, you don't notice it much,” he said, “and 
while it adds a bit of weight, you could pick up two helmets, one without and one with and it 
wouldn’t make any difference to the feel really.”  He says it is designed so that it can be adjusted 
“how far up your neck or the helmet that you’d like it [for] so some people might have different 
shaped necks and shoulders,” and “can be put on pretty much any helmet [currently] on the 
market.” 
The ‘gorget’ arrangement has not yet been fully tested or certified for use, however, the 
certification process is said to be in motion and Mooney is hopeful it will be ready in time for the 
2015 English season in April although in reality it is more likely “to take between three and six 
months” to achieve formal approval.  Because it is a piece of protective equipment “we can't get it 
into the shops until it is certified,” says Mooney, who is currently looking for investors or equipment 
manufacturers to aid its development. 
Shortly after Hughes’ death, Steve Remfry, an Adelaide-based designer of protective gear, said he 
had “blueprints” for a padded helmet flap he believed would protect players from receiving fatal 
blows to the neck.  Three weeks ago, Hampshire-based company ‘Masuri’ announced it had 
manufactured a prototype helmet which features extra protection around the back of the neck that 
it is calling a “stem guard,” an arrangement it believes could better protect batsmen who are struck 
by balls in that region.  Cricket Australia's high performance chief Pat Howard said this week that 
Australian players will be given the chance to try out the new ‘Mansuri’ model. 

(from Playing the Game, No. 1529-7358, 1st March, 2015) 
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A beautiful day at ‘The Junction” with spectators young and old! 

 
and “snags” cooked to perfection! 

THE GRAND FINAL TENT 

For the second time, the VCAUSA and CV Umpiring Department combined to offer a sausage 
sizzle and drinks during the Saturday of the First XI Grand Final at the Junction Oval.  The result 
was not as successful, financially, as it was last year, in that there seemed to be fewer panel 
members and fewer spectators present.  Nevertheless, chef, John Collins was kept extremely 
busy from start to finish on what was a perfect day for cricket.  As is usual at any cricket final, tales 
both true and false were told throughout the day and there was enjoyment for both young and old, 
as the pictures (courtesy of Dan Bomford) illustrate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 
A Reminder for Your Diary 

VCAUSA Annual Dinner and Presentation Night, to be held at The Veneto Club, Bulleen, on 
Friday, 8th May, 2015, commencing at 7:00 pm (for 7:30 pm). 
Go to vcausa.vic.cricket.com.au for booking details.  Deadline for bookings, Thursday, 30th April. 


